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Diary Dates

Last day Autumn term
Friday 14th December

1st Day Spring Term
Monday 7th January

Half Term
Monday 25th February-
Friday 4th April

Good Friday
Friday 21st March

Easter Monday
Monday 24th April

1st Day Summer Term
Monday 21st April

Mayday
Monday 5th May

Half Term
Monday 26th May-
Friday 30th May

Nutrition Talk

Apparently force-
feeding our children
chips and coke isn't
healthy (oops!).

Many thanks to Rita
Baker from Torbay
Family Learning for her
enjoyable and informa-

tive evening, on 28th
November, particularly
for the delicious

smoothies and bagels.

Christmas DVD'’s
DVD'’s of the Christmas
play are available from
Pre-school. They make
perfect Christmas pre-
sents and a wonderful
keepsake! Get your
order in a.s.a.p.

Pre-school tops
T-shirts and sweatshirts
are now in stock priced
£3 and £5 respectively.
Sizes 2-3, 3-4 and 5-6.

Families, Festivals and Fun!

We started the term talking about ourselves,
our families and the communities we live in.
We made pictures and books about our
families, talking about things that make us
happy and sad.

After half term we learnt about festivals. Not
only have the children been learning new
things, we the staff have too!

We have found out about Bon-

fire evening, Diwali, Remem-

brance, Thanksgiving and
Christmas. Diwali was very

interesting. We watched a DVD

we have recently bought, made

Rangoli patterns, lanterns and

Diwali sweets.

We had a medal ceremony
where the children were
awarded medals for bringing
different and special character-
istics to our Pre-school.

We have been lucky to receive a new selec-
tion of equipment from collecting Sainsburys
vouchers. The scarves were a big hit. The
children thoroughly enjoyed dancing with
them.

The children always enjoy dressing up, so
we have had a cat walk with the children
showing their costumes. This has given
them confidence which they will need when
they are on stage for our Christmas Per-

formance.

The children have worked really hard to
learn all the songs for the Christmas Per-
formance. We hope you were kept enter-
tained! It was quite a challenge as there
were more new songs than usual.

We would like to wish Tom, James, Jack
and Joe lots of luck when they go up to Pri-
mary School after Christmas. We are sure
they will have a fantastic time. Of course,
we will miss them.

Finally, we would like to wish you all a very
merry Christmas and a happy new year.

Suzanne, Kate, Caroline and Sarah

Committee News

The Committee have been working hard as
ever behind the scenes to keep pre-school
running successfully.

From January, Kate Peakman is going to
be extending her hours to take on some of
the administration tasks and ease the work-
load of the committee. Not only will this en-
sure continuity as the committee changes
each year but also it will allow the commit-
tee to focus their efforts on exciting long
term projects and fabulous fund raising ac-
tivities.

Current projects include new play equip-
ment in the orchard and researching the
ultimate goal of having our own premises.
Every parent is welcome to join the pre-

school committee by being voted on at the
AGM in March. Meetings usually take
place once a term and you can just have a
say at the meetings or take on as much or
as little as you feel able too.

In March, Laura is standing down as Chair,
and Vicki is standing down as fundraising
co-ordinator.

We are keen to recruit new committee
members to join the team. Talk to any
committee member about the role, we'd
love you to join us.

Your committee are: Laura, Allyson, Caro-
line, Marie, Sam, Emma, Kelvey, Sarah,
Rebecca, Kate




Way back in August, drums and
shakers could be heard through
elephants,

streets as giraffes,

Staff news
The team is now well established
and pre-school is running really
smoothly. Staff have all had their
performance review meetings with
Kate and Laura and identified targets

for continued development as well
as identifying all the fantastic skills
they already have.

From January, Caroline and Suz-
anne will be working on alternate
Thursdays.

Jungle Fever

in this years’ carnival.

tic so

to get
ready.

zebras and game keepers strode
through with their winning entry

The children all
looked fantas-
thank
you to every-
one who put in
so much effort
them

The children’s

used already!

From the Carnival Fund pre-
school have also been given the
very generous amount of £240.
An additional £240 was also do-
nated specifically for the play-
ground equipment fund.

Thank you to the carnival com-
mittee for all their hard work in
making this year's carnival such
a success.

Hello...

Emily, Beatrice and Chloe and
lona who have joined us this

term

and goodbye...

Jack, James, Joe, and Tom who
leave us this week to join Class 1
at Stoke Gabriel Primary. Good

luck to you all.

Session Changes

If you wish to add ses-
sions please remember
this needs to be done be-
fore the start of term by
filing in a sessions book-
ing form available from
pre-school.

Please remember, our
funding is set at the start
of term so we need to
know the numbers early in
order to claim our full al-
lowance from Devon
County Council.

And finally...

day fancy dress

and pet show
was also a great
success and

raised over £100
which has been
spent on water-
proof suits that
have been well

Wild West Night

The Wild West Night back in October was

a fantastic evening. The village hall was
transformed into Stoke Saloon complete
with saloon doors, hay bales and the
Stoke Saloon girls. There was a

little bit of trouble and tables were
thrown in an argument about a sa-

loon girl (all staged of course!) but

a few wild west games and a line
dancing competition soon sorted

out who got the girl!

A huge thank you to everyone who
played a part in making the eve-
ning happen, from decorating the
hall, preparing and serving the
food, being a saloon girl, choreo-
graphing dances, running the auc-

tion and of course to everyone who
bought a ticket!

The £400 raised is in the fundraising ac-
count to go towards the orchard play
equipment.

Have a wonderful Christmas and New Year. We look forward to seeing you and your families in
January ready for lots more fun!

From all the staff and committee




